
City of Powell, OPiio
City Council

MEETING MINUTES

December 4, 2018

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

A regular meeting of Powell City Council was called to order by Mayor Jon C. Bennehoof on Tuesday,
December 4, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. City Council members present included Jon C. Bennetioof, Frank
Bertone, Tom Counts, Brian Lorenz, Brendan Newcomb, Melissa Riggins and Daniel Swartwout. Also
present were Steve Lutz, City Manager; Eugene ttollins. Law Director; Megan Canavan,
Communications Director, Karen J. MitcFiell, City Clerk; and interested parties.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: O.R.C. Section 121.22(G) (1) Personnel Matters.

MOTION: Councilman Counts moved at 7:31 p.m. to adjourn into Executive Session pursuant to O.R.C.
Section 121.22(G)(1) Personnel Matters. Councilman Bertone seconded tFie motion.
VOTE: Y 7 N 0

MOTION: Councilman Counts moved at 8:32 p.m. to adjourn from Executive Session into Open Session.
Councilman Swartwout seconded thie motion.

VOTE: Y 7_ N 0_

OPEN SESSION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Mayor Bennehoof: I suspect one of the interest points that some ore here to talk about is the EMS issue.
We ore going to open up citizen participation in a moment. We will limit remarks to 3 minutes. I will
state that this is not a City issue, although we have a vested interest in it. In the interest of your time as
well OS everybody else, if you hove something to soy that has already been stated, please do not
repeat it.

Mayor Bennehoof opened the citizen participation session for items not included on the agenda.

Warren Yomerick, 174 Charterhouse Court: I come to speak on behalf of the Fire Department. I am the
Medical Director for Liberty Township. I started in the late 1980s as a volunteer fireman and then
became the Medical Director in 1990. I'm also the Medical Director and the Chairman of Riverside ED.

When we took over this EMS in 1990, the men and women of Liberty Township Fire Department worked
extremely hard to provide one of the best services in the county and in the area. We hove become on
elite, highly recognized and acknowledged leader in EMS care. In 2011, we were the State of Ohio EMS
Provider of the Year. With the hard work of these men and women, we provide excellent core for our
communify and to the City of Powell. When somebody wonts to change how the structure of EMS is
provided and thof which would affect patient core, the health and welfare of every one of our cifizens,
wouldn't it be in our best interest for fhot person fo talk to the Medical Director of over 35 year who is
responsible for the patient core that is provided in this county? Never once has she [Melonie
Leneghon] approached me to talk about what the best way is to provide EMS care for this community.
We ore putting the lives of our citizens in jeopardy.

Nico Fronano, 2855 Lexinoton Drive, Libertv Township: I appear before you as a member of the
Libertydale Board of Trustees. Not only do you have a duty to the health, safety and welfare of your
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community, we tiave the same fiduciary duty to the welfare of our residents. The EMS discussion and
the consideration of shifting it to a county-wide service with two medic runs versus three without cross-
trained, tull support paramedic firefighters, our HOA felt posed a greater danger to the over 200
residents of our community. It also has the potential to increase our HOA insurance rates because of
the raise in the ISO rate that would result trom the 32 firefighters that would potentially be off the job.
We took the extraordinary step of passing a resolution of dissafisfaction towards the idea that we wouid
shift to a county-based EMS service and presented that to the township trustees last evening as well as
to the county commissioners. We would encourage other neighborhoods both in the City ot Powell and
the larger Liberty Township tire district to consider expressing those views as they're indicated and would
also encourage and welcome the support of a resolufion by Powell Gify Council.

Mayor Bennehoof: It was suggested to me that I should go pro and con. Is there anyone here to speak
in support of the proposal?

No one came forward.

Dan Schade. 10473 Dexter Court. Libertv Township: I appreciate you opening up this forum to allow
citizens, some of which you don't represent, to approach you to share their concerns with you. One of
the questions you must be asking is why? Why would we do this if this a township issue? Simply put, this
has a massive impact on each of you, each of your famiiies, and each of your constituents to whom
you have been elected to represent. Now some of you may think that a county-wide EMS is a good
idea. Some of you may think it's a terrible idea. But I think what we can all agree on is that from a
pubiic service philosophy, the idea that you would make a decision on an organization in which we've
invested literally tens of millions of dollars over the last 60 years, to make that decision without consulting
experts or other affected bodies, and without really taking any serious input from constituents in the
form of a committee or give the constituents any power other than to complain, is philosophically bad
governance. This body, I am hoping, is dedicated to good governance. With that in mind, I am asking
that even if you think that an EMS, county-wide might be a good idea that you stili unanimously support
a resolution that it be given much further circumspect inspection by our trustees with greater input from
the professionals and citizens to whom it will impact. That being said, I'm also asking you to show your
support for good governance. I'm offering each of you a t-shirt to wear in support.

Stacev Hanev. 327 Vinwood Lane: I wanted to mention that one of the things Chief Vest said last night
[at the trustees' meeting] resonated with me. The fact that our police and Fire/EMS Departments work
together, collaborate and train together so that if we have an active shooter in one of our schools or
businesses, or other catastrophe, they have a plan to work together. My concern is if we worked
together for so iong, we would have to start over with Deico EMS to get to that same collaborative
point. But in-between that time, what happens? What if some serf of tragedy strikes and police and fire
are not on the same page or haven't had a chance to train together? We have seven schools in
Liberty Township, a city pool, two country clubs, and other buildings for the elderly. We have a great
service today that I don't want to iose. I'm lucky, I have not had to call other than once. Some people
rely on them frequently. The relationship that Fire/EMS has buiit with this community is not replaceable.

Les Wibberlev. 5005 Bav Hill. Libertv Township: I think we have all been trying to sort out exactly what's
going on, what the motivations are, what the value is with what's being proposed, and what the
drawbacks are. Recently I was able to get access to the Fitch report which was executed at the
request of the Delaware County Commissioners. My perception of what has happened is that
Delaware County realizes that they have some issues/challenges with their EMS service. That's why they
initiated this study. When you read through the Fitch report, it's pretty clear that these external
consultants, not from around here, are very focused on Delaware County-specific EMS. It doesn't
appear that they talked much to any of the townships or any of the subsidiaries or cities like Powell. So
their recommendations are very much from the perspective of what Delaware County should do to
their advantage. I agree that Delaware County has a good case for studying this and addressing what
the shortcomings are. We all live in Powell or Liberty Township, but we travel in Delaware County. If we



have o cor accident out there, we'd like to have good EMS service there.

There were a number of times there have been proposals both at the Delaware County Commissioners
meetings and at the Liberty Township Trustees meetings that a blue ribbon group be put together to
study this issue, really get the facts out there because we have obviously been told conflicting stories
about what it's going to do, the money it's going to save, the impacts, etc. I think that an objective
study which gets the facts out there in a credible way to allow intelligent decisions to be made is
necessary to move forward. We certainly do not want to give up the excellent service that we have by
our EMS here in Liberty Township and we don't want the side effect to be a set back to our fire service.
We have all voted to fund the fire levy to provide the excellent service we have. So the solution should
not involve compromising Liberty Township's services. But I think it is in everyone's interest to address the
larger picture of what needs to be done at the Delaware County level to improve their sen/ice. What
shows up in this report is that there seems to be a lack of collaboration between entities and that is
something that could be addressed. We all need to work together to get the best result.

Shvra Eichhorn, 161 Tiller Drive. Libertv Township Trustee: I am not here to represent the board tonight.
Last night we had an overwhelming group of residents show up to the trustees meeting. It was so
overwhelming that we couldn't even house them in the 186 seats we had. They were down the
hallway. They were in the bay. They were back toward the living areas of the firefighters. It was an
awesome site to see. Whenever we have had an issue that is controversial, there is always two sides
presented. We had 36 speakers last night. All but one of the speakers was in favor [of keeping fire/EMS
as if is], and that one other person didn't ciaim a side, but was just looking for additionai information.

In all the years I have been trustee, I have never come before you. We have a high deal of respect
between us [regarding boundaries]. You have matters you vote on, we have matters we vote on.
While I want to continue to respect that, this is a very ditWent kind of situation. We are not talking
about an apartment complex or a new housing development. We are talking about the safety and
wellbeing of all of our residents. Residents, who in the City of Powell, passed the November 2017
[renewal levy] by 78%. As you continue to work on your pians of attracting businesses, how will this
impact that? Last night I heard from businessmen that said that when they built their facility here that
they were expecting a high level of service from their Fire/EMS. I do think you need to get involved. Has
the zoo been contacted? Have we had a conversation with them? I know our Medical Director wasn't

contacted. That might something that you guys want to talk about. How is this going to impact your
future plans? Because it will. If I were in your position, I would want a seat at the table. And if you can't
get a seat at the table, then at least surely you would want to maybe launch your own task force to
understand the implication it is going to have on the City of Powell because, trust me, it is going to have
an impact.

Nicole Brandt 2840 Minuteman Court. Libertv Township: My 2 year old son Michael has a long history of
respiratory problems which began when he was 8 weeks old. When this symptoms first developed I took
him to Nationwide Children's ER in Columbus in my car. It was snowing and rush hour and it took forever
to get there. Within 24 hours he was in ICU and stayed there for 9 days. He needed a breathing
machine and there were moments where they told me if we don't do more his lungs are going to give
out. As a result of this incident, I have learned what to look for with his respiratory distress and since then
it has not stopped. He has asthma and is on a daily medication.

Last February, we woke up at 3 a.m. because Michael had a fever, continued to have respiratory
distress, and his inhaler was not working. I did what I was taught to do. We called 9-1-1, then went to
Lewis Center ER where he was diagnosed with pneumonia. It was so much better than the first time
because he got care very quickly. There have been other incidents of his respiratory distress, but just 2
weeks ago, he was fine when he woke up, had a fever that spiked quickly and had his first seizure. I
was unsure of how to deal with the seizure. We called 9-1-1 and EMS arrived very quickly.
I'm telling you this because it's not just about my son. It's about all of the children we have in Liberty
Township. We need to keep the 3 truck medics like we currently have. If we go to Delaware County, it


