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By Laura v. Shinn 
August 1, 1990. 

There are many individuals and 
groups who have provided me 
with assistance, ideas, su..,
port, and encouragement in 
completing this handbook. 

The members of the Powell 
Historical District Review 
Board, for whom this book was 
developed, devoted hours of 
their time to reading my 
drafts and attending extra 
meetings to discuss them. Mr. 
Al Thomson, former Chairman of 
the Powell Planning and Zoning 
Commission, also attended all 
of these meetings, and offered 
many constructive comments. 
Mr. Robert Loversidge, AIA, 
spent many extra hours 
discussing very rough drafts 
before they were presented to 
the board. 

Mrs. Lennox Brodeur, 
Clerk/Treasurer of the Village 
of Powell gave me invaluable 
assistance in copying and dis
tributing the drafts. She also 
answered many of my questions 
about procedural matters and 
sources of information within 
the Village. 

Several individuals within the 
community helped me with spe
cific aspects of this publica
tion. Rev. John T. Barton and 
Mrs. Louise Cornish provided 
me with historical information 
and photographs of Powell. 
Mrs. ·Janet Masteller also 
provided me with many photo-

graphs, current and -histori
cal, of the Village. 

I would also like to thank the 
Delaware County Department of 
Sanitation Engineering for 
providing prints of several 
maps of Powell, one of which 
became the base for the map of 
the Historic District included 
in this handbook. 

I am also grateful to several 
individuals who provided me 
with specific technical ad
vice, especially on construct
ion materials and methods 
which are no longer in use. 
My thanks to Ms. Judith 
Kitchen, Head of the 
Techinical Preservation 
Services Department of the 
Ohio Historic Preservation 
Office, for information on 
several technical issues; Hr. 
Ed Bischoff, for advice on 
curbs, gutters and sidewalks; 
Hr. Art Davis Sydnor, of the 
Department of Horticulture at 
the Ohio State University for 
advice on street trees; Hr. 
Lazlo Krompecher of KOE 
Architects in Athens, Ohio for 
information on Glazed Block, 
and Ray Mikelson at the 
Housing Resource Center in 
Cleveland, Ohio for practical 
advice on. the treatment of 
asbestos shingles. 

Without the assistance of 
these individuals, this proj
ect would not have been 
possible. 
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*The Historic District boundaries changed as of ordinance 2005-20 to include all lands within the Downtown Business and Downtown Residential zoning districts.  The area is now referred to as the Downtown District Overlay District.









Queen Anne: 

Irregular massing and complex 
rooflines are the primary 
characteristics of this style. 
Roofs give the overall impres
sion of steepness, but often 
contain sections of varying 
pitches. Chimneys are often 
treated as prominent elements, 
and become part of the roof 
composition. Wall surfaces 
exhibit a variety of textures 
and colors, combining siding, 
patterned shingles and visible 
rough stone foundations. 
Porches, bay and oriel windows 
are used to further enliven 
the facades. Windows occur in 
a variety of shapes and pro
portions. A group of three 
windows, with the center one 
taller or arched, is a common 
detail. Other detailing is 
classical and small in scale. 
The best example of the Queen 
Anne Style in Powell is found 
at 147 West Olentangy street. 
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Stick style: 

The primary aim of buildings 
of this style was to promote 
"truthfulness" in construction 
by exposing or representing 
the structural frame. Build
ings of this style were always 
wood frame construction and 
were faced in wood siding or 
patterned shingles. Roof 
eaves project considerably, 
often supported by diagonal 
braces, and framing members 
are sometimes exposed in gable 
ends. The detailing on 57 
Case Street suggests the roof 
framing members. The overhang 
is also supported by diagonal 
bracing and the gable is faced 
with patterned wood shingles. 
This gable sheltered a porch, 
which has been enclosed. The 
original house is faced in 
wood siding. 
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Eastlake: 

The Eastlake style is almost 
purely a style of ornamenta
tion, which often appears on 
buildings otherwise classified 
as Queen Anne or Stick Style. 
Ornamentation is a product of 
the chisel, gouge and lathe, 
and has a robust, three dimen
sional character. Curved 
brackets are used profusely, 
and many elements bear a 
marked resemblance to furni
ture parts. Posts and balus
ters resemble table legs, 
while knobs and motifs of 
circular perforations borrow 
from the art of cabinetmaking. 
The porch at 15 North 
Liberty Street is Powell's 
most exhuberant example of 
Eastlake detailing. r 
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The atmosphere of Powell is 
that of a rural small town at 
the turn of the century. The 
Village is not purely urban or 
suburban in nature, but, with 
increased development, some of 
the amenities of the city and 
its suburbs will become neces
sary. The site guidelines 
which follow share two primary 
goals: 

1. Maintain the rural vil
lage character of Powell's 
Historic District. 
2. Provide necessary modern 
conveniences, which may not 
be characteristic of historic 
Powell, and use these contem
porary improvements as oppor
tunities to enhance and unify 
the character of the Historic 
District. 

ROADS AND DRIVES: 

Access to rear yard parking 
lots and storage or garage 

buildings should be from al
leys whenever possible. If no 
such access is possible, pri
vate parking and roads should 
be designed to require the 
least amount of surface. 
Drives should be the shortest 
length possible and the mini
mum width necessary. Access 
roads should be located as 
unobtrusively as possible, and 
landscaping should be planned 
to soften their impact. Com
mercial drives should be paved 
with asphalt, brick, concrete, 
or tar and chips, as required 
in the Powell Zoning Code. 
Gravel or brick is the prefer
red material for residential 
drives, but asphalt, concrete, 
or tar and chips may be 
acceptable. 

PARKING: 

Parking for residences turned 
into businesses or newly con
structed businesses along 
Olentangy and Liberty Streets 
shall.be ·provided at rear yard 
areas. Parking areas should 
be oniy as large as necessary 
to provide a reasonable number 
of parking spaces as deter
mined by applicable code re
quirements. Commercial lots 
should be paved with asphalt, 
brick, concrete, or tar and 
chips as required in the 
Powell Zoning Code. Gravel 
or brick are preferred mate
rials for residential parking 
areas, but asphalt, concrete, 
or tar and chips may be 
acceptable. 
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SETBACKS: 

Most buildings in Powell are 
set back approximately 20 to 
40 feet from the road with 
modest front lawns. The 
exceptions are the commercial 
buildings at the corner of 
Olentangy and Liberty Streets, 
which are built right up to 
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their property lines at the ,._ · 
sidewalks. 

Rear yards are generally long 
and narrow. Residential 
buildings on adjacent lots 
throughout the Village are set 
approximately 20 feet apart 
from each other at their 
sides. 

New construction should follow 
the setback lines appropriate 
to its location and purpose. 

LIGHTING: 

One of the charms of rural 
areas is the complete darkness 
of nightfall away from the 24 
hour light of the city. How
ever, proper lighting fixtures 
can increase the safety of 
Powell, . and may become more 
necessary as development con
tinues. 

Exterior 
Historic 

lighting 
District 

in 
should 

the 
be 

incandescent, and low in watt
age. Entrance lights and 
individual free standing path 
lights are acceptable. Light
ing fixtures should be simple 
Victorian or turn of the cen
tury in design, with round or 
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egg-shaped globes on metal 
posts with minimal detailing. 
COLONIAL STYLE "COACH LIGHTS" 
ARE NOT APPROPRIATE IN THE 
HISTORIC_ DISTRICT. These 
types ,belong to an earlier 
historical period, and gener
ally belong on coaches. 
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LANDSCAPING: 

Street trees should be planted 
along Olentangy Street betYeen 
the the east and west bound
aries of the Village, and 
along Liberty Street, between 
the north and south boundaries 
of the Village. The planting 
of street trees elsewhere is 
also encouraged. 

Street trees should be planted 
approximately 25 feet apart 
and 3 to 4 feet from the side
walk. It is recommended that 
the trees be planted in the 

cototON H1KI: 

Hedqe Maple 
Araatronq Red K&ple 

Scarlet oak 
Shuaard oax 
Whl te oak 
svaap White Oak 
Shlnqle oak 
Bur Oak 
Xnqllah Oak 

Enqllsn Oak 
Pin <>ak 

Hybrid Kla 
Chinese &:la 
Jap.ane:sa Ela 

l.aerlcan Beech 
oanvyek luropean Beech 

O:z:een J.ah 
Honeylocust (thornless) 

Glnltqoa, a.le ·cultlvara 
Kentucky Coffee Tree 
London Planetree 

Red Horaechestnut 
Llttleleaf Linden 
Tu:&::kish Hazel 
callery Pears 

Yaahlnqton Hawthorne 
Winter Klnq 

Vauqhn Hawthorne 

Snowdrift Crabapple 
Redbud Crabapple 

!prlnq Snow Crabapple 
Kardy Kobus Kaqnolla 
Kvansan Orlent•l 
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leer caapestre 
rubrua •lraatronq• 

Quercu:s cocclnea 
Quercus shuaard11 
Quercus alba 
Quercus blcolor 
Quercus iabricaria 
Quercus aacrocarpa 
Quercus t:obur 
Quercus rabur RFa5tlgiata• 
Quercus paluatrla 

Ulaus x 
Ulaus folia 
Ulaus j.11.panica 

raqus qrandifalia 
raqua sylv•tlca •oanvycXR 

rraxinus pennaylvanica 
Gledltsia trlacanthoa 

vaz:. 1nera1a 
Ohkqo bllboa 
GyWnocladua dlocius 
Platanus acerifolia 

leseulus x carnea 
T111.a cord.ata 
corylua colurna 
Pyrus 

11 l.utu•n Bla:ze• 
RCh&ntleleer• 
•&riatocrat• 

Cr.ataequs phaenopyrua 
crataequs vlridia 

11 Y1nter IC.inq• 
Crataequa vaughn 

Malus •snovdrift• 
Malus aeibold11 var. 

z:uai •caloca:z:PA• 
K&lus •sprinq snov• 

Prunua Serrulata •xvan:zan• 
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lawn panels between the build
ings and the sidewalk. Trees 
in this location Yill be less 
likely to send roots under a 
sidewalk. 

A variety of street trees 
should be planted in order to 
ensure that the tree line will 
survive the failure of one 
species. The following species 
are recommended for their re
sistance to the stress of 
traffic: 

SUI 

JS' - 45' 
Colu..ana:r 

45. + 
45. + 
45' + 
45' + 
45' + 
45' + 
45 1 + 
Coluanar 
45' + 

45' • ., . • ., . • .,. • ., . • ., . • 
45' • ., . • .,. • 
35' - 45' 
35. - 45' 
35. - ... 
35' - .,. 
Coluanar 
35' - 45' 

10" - 25• 
10' 25' 

10. - 25. 

10" - 25' 
10' - 25' 

10. - 25' 
10' - 25' 
10' - 25' 

CO"H.i:KTS 

selected seed aou:rces 

slov g:z:ovinq 

thornless clones 

slov expensive 

alov grovin9 

no fruit 
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should be rural in 
character, and native 
plantings. These should be 
primarily grass with trees and 
small beds of native 
cultivated or wild flowers. 
Ornate, .formal, or exotic 
gardens are discouraged, but 
may be acceptable if they are 
not along main roads, are 
hidden from public views, or 
can be blended into a more 
native landscape. Utilitarian 
kitchen, vegetable, and herb 
gardens are encouraged, but 
should be located in a logical 
place, such as the rear or 

of the house, near the 
kitchen or rear entry . 

. . ' .. 

Foundation and vall cliabing 
!!!Uch as ivy, can 

damage historic materials. 
Such plantings should be kept 
to a minimum and carefully 
controlled. on existing 
structures, foundation and 
vall plantings should not en
danger or obscure significant 
architectural features, or 
historic fabric. On new con
struction, such plantings 
should not be used to hide 
inappropriate material or lack 
of proper detailing. 

1995 Replacement 



Mass describes the visual ef
fect of a solid object as 
seen from the outside. Mass 
is a three dimensional proper
ty, which has dimensions of 
length, width, and height. 
Most buildings in Powell are 
created from a number of 
masses, for example a 
rectangular mass for the body 
of the house, and a triangular 
one for the roof. The term 
massing is used in this sec
tion to describe the form and 
shape of the overall struc
ture, which has been composed 
from simple masses. 

BUILDING TYPES 

Building type massing refers 
to the shape and form of the 
main block of a structure, and 
its roof. All obvious addi
tions and subordinate projec
tions are ignored when deter
mining the building type 
massing. 

1995 Replacement 
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Cottage: 

Dwellings, of a variety of 
plan shapes, which are charac
terized by a smallness of 
scale and a fineness of 
detail. Most of these build
ings are one or one and a half 
stories in height. They tend 
to be asymetrical in plan, and 
do not have the appearance of 
one single mass which bunga
lows exhibit. Powell's best 
example of a cottage is 
located at 111 North Liberty 
Street; 

Upright and Wing: 

A Two story, front (street) 
facing gable, (Upright) is 
flanked by a recessed Wing of 
one or one and half stories, 
with its gable perpendicular 
to the upright. A partial or 
full length porch often runs 
along the front of the wing. 
Typical Upright and Wings can 
be found at 92 East and 77 and 
78 West Olentangy Street. 





Bungalow: 

Bungalows are technically one 
story houses with dormers or 
gable windows to light the 
roof space. However, many one 
and a half and two story 
houses of the early twentieth 
century were designed to have 
a one story appearance. These 
"bungalows" have low, horizon
tal proportions. Most bunga
lows have the appearance of 
one single block, achieved 
through the use of a massive 
roof, which may extend beyond 
the outside walls of a house 
to shelter any porches. The 
only interruption to the mass 
may be a single dormer, often 
centered in the front. Two 
examples of Bungalows in 
Powell can be found at 236 
South Liberty Street and 71 
West Olentangy Street. 

Commercial Buildings: 

These buildings generally 
appear taller than the sur
rounding two story residences. 
Most are actually two stories 
tall, but each story is 
slightly taller than a 
standard residential story. 
Their flat or slightly sloped 
roofs and boxy massing also 
contribute to the sense of 
greater height. One story com
mercial buildings may achieve 
an appearance of extra height 
by the use of a taller front 
wall which projects above the 
roof line of the back and 
sides of the buildings. Most 
of Powell's commercial type 
buildings can be found near 
the corner of Olentangy and 
LibertY streets. 
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Irregular: 

Buildings whose main massing, 
discounting obvious additions, 
and subordinate projections, 
does not fall neatly into one 
of the above categories. 
Queen Anne style buildings, 
such as 147 West Olentangy 
Street, are almost always ir
regularly massed. 
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New Construction: 

New construction, which is in 
harmony with the existing 
character of Powell is encour
aged within the Historical 
District. This does not mean 
that new buildings must be 
exact copies of older ones. 
Contemporary design which is 
compatible with existing 
structures in massing, mate
rials and detailing is encour
aged. In this manner, Powell 
will continue to experience 
the growth, change, and varie
ty of architecture which has 
given the village much of its 
character and charm. 

The buildings at the corner of 
Olentangy and Liberty Streets 
should be commercial types in 
a scale similar to existing 
commercial buildings. Similar 
buildings, slightly smaller in 
scale, may also be appropri
ate on lots immediately adja
cent to the corner lots. These 
buildings should also be built 
right up to the sidewalk line, 
as are the existing ones. 
TALL, COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
TYPES ARE APPROPRIATE ONLY AT 
THE CORNER OF OLENTANGY AND 
LIBERTY STREETS. 
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Roof forms can be used to 
break up the overall mass of a 
building. In order to be 
effective, they must look and 
function like roofs. For exam
ple, if the intention is to 
render an upper story like a 
roof, simply siding the 
straight, full height walls in 
a roofing material will not be 
effective. The "roof" must 
slope, preferably within the 
range of pitches typical to 
the village, and be detailed 
like a roof, with eaves, gut
ters, and, typical roofing 
material. natural light can 
be admitted through the use of 
dormers and gable windows. 
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Dormers can be used to break 
up the mass of a roof, or make 
an upper story habitable. 
They can not take the place of 
projections and wings neces
sary to break up the mass of 
the building itself. Dormers 
should be scaled appropriately 
to their type and use. Gabled 
and hipped dormers should ap
pear as small, individual ele
ments on a roof slope. Shed 
dormers on a bungalow roof may 
be somewhat wider, running 
most of the length of a roof 
ridge. Dormers which run the 
entire length of a roof ridge 
are rarely appropriate, as 
they add too much mass to a 
building. 

txe-s NO'( UP" MASS? ;56 
Wt::uv f6 Wil---!6f .. 





The mass of any addition 
should be kept subordinate to 
the mass of the main portion 
of the building. This means 
that the addition should be 
smaller and shorter than the 
main portion of the building. 
The roofline of an addition 
should not appear as a contin
uation of the main form or 
roof, nor should it mimic, or 
"complete" existing forms or 
rooflines. 

If the proposed size of an 
addition threatens to compete 
with the main block of the 
building, breaking the re
quired space .into two or more 
smaller masses should be con
sidered. Another alternative 
is to construct all or part of 
the required new space as a 
separate accessory building, 
following the guidelines for 
accessory buildings in the 
Site Considerations section. 

1995 Replacement 
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One of the major causes of 
excess moisture at the founda
tion is improper drainage of 
water at the roof. All roof 
surfaces, gutters, and down
spouts should be inspected 
periodically to make sure that 
water is dLaining properly. 
Water runoff should not splash 
against the exterior vall of a 
building. Gutters and down
spouts should be kept clear 
of debris and in good condi
tion to avoid this problem. 

Inadequate ventilation of 
basements or crawl spaces, and 
improper grading at the foun
dation are other major causes 
of excess moisture. All under
ground spaces should be ven
ted, or dehumidified. Ground 
should slope away from the 
foundation, to prevent water 
from pooling against the ma
sonry. 

Foundation plantings (trees 
and shrubs planted a 
building) are not historically 
correct and can cause serious 
damage to historic masonry. 
These plants hold moisture in 
their root systems which can 
weaken mortar. They vill rob 
clay soil of its moisture, 
opening cracks near the foun
dation, in which water may 
pool and, eventually freeze. 

A weakened foundation can 
threaten the very structure of 
a building. Old foundations 
should inspected periodi
cally for signs of deterio
ration. Appropriate corrective 
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steps, such as repainting of 
mortar, regrading of soil to 
ensure drainage, and venti
lation of underground spaces. 
can solve many foundation 
problems, In the case of ex
treme structural or moisture 
concerns, consult an engineer 
or architect. 

The foundations of Powell's 
buildings are built out of 
limestone, concrete block, or 
glazed block, vith about 1 to 
2 feet exposed above grade. 
The oldest foundations are 
limestone laid in a random or 
coursed rubble 
Later, limestone vas roughly 
shaped into rectangular 
blocks, but maintained its 
natural or rock face. Manu
factured masonry units began 
to be used at the turn of the 
century. Glazed clay tile 
blocks and a "rock faced", 
cast concrete block became 
popular foundation materials 
then. 
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EXTERIOR WALLS 

MASONRY 

Brick: 

They are a few buildings in 
Powell which are built entire
ly out of masonry. Brick is 
used primarily for commercial 
and public buildings. Older, 
19th century bricks are soft 
and porous, due to impurities 
in the. clay from which they 
are made, and variations in 
firing temperatures. Later, 
turn of the century bricks are 
harder, more dense, and some
times given special texture by 
wire cutting. Brick walls in 
Powell are simple in pattern, 
with bricks laid either in 
common or running bonds. 

1995 Replacement 
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Glazed Block: 

Glazed block is another type 
of masonry used on the exte
rior walls of a few of 
Powell's residences, and the 
foundations of many others. 
Glazed block is a type of 
hollow clay tile which was 
produced in the Appalachian 
regions of southern Ohio and 
West Virginia. The blocks were 
manufactured out of the clay 
soil prevalent in those areas, 
and were mass produced from 
the 1870's to the 1930's. The 
blocks were fired with a salt 
glaze which made them durable, 
impervious to water, and suit
able for exterior use. The 
finished blocks range in color 
from a dark red, through pur
ple, to almost black. 
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Cleaning: 

Before cleaning a masonry 
vall, consider that what often 
appears to be dirt is actual
ly a patina of age and weath
ering which the brick has 
acquired over time. This pat
ina gives the masonry an aged, 
historic character, which con
temporary manufacturers try 
unsuccessfully to imitate. 
The patina also acts as a 
natural sealant and helps to 
protect the the masonry units 
from weathering. Most clean
ing methods will remove a thin 
layer of the masonry itself in 
the process of removing 
"dirt". Unless pollutants are 
actively damaging the masonry, 
it is often best not to clean 
the wall. 

If masonry cleaning is re
quired, the gentlest effec
tive means should be used. In 
many cases, the water from a 
garden hose, a mild detergent, 
soft bristle brush, and a 
little "elbow grease" will 
vastly improve the appearance 
of a masonry vall. If a pres
sured water or steam system is 

the lowest effec
tive pressure should be used. 

Chemical cleaners are not rec
ommended, because of their 
uncertain results, which can 
include permanent stains and 
efflorescence. If chemical 
cleaners are being considered, 
the advice of a professional 
should be sought, and a test 
patch conducted on their in
structions.' This is not a job 
for homeowners or amateurs. 

DO NOT SANDBLAST MASONRY 
WALLS. THEY WILL BE RUINED 
FOREVER. Sandblasting will 
literally remove the outer 
crust of the masonry and ruin 
its ability to withstand 
weather. 

Waterproof coatings are not 
recommended, as they intefere 
with masonry's natural ability 
to "breathe". Moisture from 
interior condensation can get 
trapped in a waterproofed wall 
and cause many problems. 

Masonry should not be painted 
within the Historic District. 
Powell's masonry valls were 
not traditionally painted, and 
paint is almost impossible to 
remove in the future without 
damaging the masonry. 

New Construction: 

In the Historic District, 
brick should be used for com
mercial and public buildings 
only. Use sand mold red; 
bricks, in standard brick, 
sizes. T.hese should be laid in 
simple bonds similar to the 
nes found in Powell. Very 
elaborate, "mosaic" brickwork 
is not appropriate in the 
Historic District. 
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WOOD 

Siding 

Most of the buildings in 
Powell are sheathed in some 
form of wood siding. Bev
elled, shiplap, and rustic 
sidings are used commonly. 
Board-and-batten siding is 
used occasionally for small 
areas of a Board 
and batten siding is more 
appropriate for accessory 
buildings or small, subordi
nate additions. 

Every effort should be made to 
retain and repair wood siding 
within the Historic District. 
Deteriorated wood siding usu
ally appears to be in worse 
condition than it actually is. 
Many problems with paint on 
wood siding are caused by 
excess moisture. Proper ven
tilation of the siding will 
often solve this problem. In 
most cases, a few minor re
pairs with glue, nails, putty, 
paint, and new sections of 
wood, are all that is re
quired. Often sanding and a 
new coat of paint will be 
sufficient to vastly improve 
the appearance of wood siding. 

Small cracks in individual 
boards can be repaired by 
filling the crack with glue or 
putty and nailing through the 
crack. Warped boards can be 

flat, or shimmed from 
behind and nailed flat 
Deteriorated sections of 
siding .can be cut out and 
replaced with a new section. 
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Existing wood shingles should 
be retained and repaired. 
Shingles in good condition 
appear as a perfect mosaic. 
Worn shingles appear ragged, 
with individual shingles bro
ken, warped and upturned. 

Individual shingles can be 
replaced, but if a large num
ber of the shingles in a small 
area are damaged, it may be 
easier to reshingle the entire 
area. If replacement shingles 
are required, the preferred 
solution is to use individual 
wood shingles which match the 
original ones. 

The use of wood shingles in 
new construction within the 
historic district is encour
aged. Shingles should be lim
ited to smaller areas of a 
structure, such as a gable or 
bay window. All shingles used 
within the district should be 
painted, not stained. Appro
priate color schemes are out
lined in the Painting and 
Colors section. 
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MANUFACTURED SIDING 

Asbestos Shingles: 

During the 1940's, many build
ings in Powell were covered 
with asbestos shingles. These 
shingles were manufactured in 
one size, 12 inches tall by 24 
inches wide, three "patterns", 
wavy, straight, and staggered, 
and a few stock colors. The 
thin, brittle slabs were often 
corrugated to resemble wood 
shingles. Asbestos shingles 
were extremely popular with 
homeowners of the time because 
they were impervious to rain 
and rot and highly fire re
sistant. 

Asbestos shingles are no 
longer manufactured, since it 
has been discovered that the 
fiber and dust from asbestos 
are hazardous to human health. 
The shingles, as they exist on 
the exterior of a building, 
pose no threat to human 
health. The safest course of 
action is to leave the asbes
tos shingles alone. 

I I 

Although these shingles may 
have changed the character of 
the buildings they cover, 
they are a part of the history 
of Powell. Their presence 
reflects one of the many 
changes the Village has gone 
through, as well as the prac
ticality and economy of its 
citizens. The removal of as
bestos shingles is not encour
aged, unless the condition of 
the original siding material 
has been investigated care
fully. 
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WHOLE COMPOSITION OF THE 
BUILDING MUST BE STUDIED CARE
FULLY. Although some elements, 
such as an elaborate porch, 
dominate visually, it is the 
effect of all the elements 
working together which truly 
defines the character of a 
building. 

WINDOWS: 

Windows are one of the most 
direct expressions of a build
ing's character. Their pro
portions influence the overall 
proportions of the building, 
and their functional and deco
rative treatments are very 
important in the composition 
of a facade. 

Many of the buildings in 
Powell have had their windows 
replaced over time. As a 
result, a wide variety of 
window types and proportions 
exists today. Although re
placement windows are a part 
of the history of a building, 
many of the changes which have 

1 l 1 
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been made in Powell have radi
cally altered the proportions 
and character of the build
ings. 

There are three basic types of 
windows which are historically 
correct within the Historic 
District, double-hung, "rib
bon" and fixed sash. The most 
common type of window in the 
village is double-hung, 
straight-topped, and has tall, 
thin proportions. These win
dows range from two to three 
times as tall as they are 
wide. Two-over-two or one
over-one pane divisions are 
typical. 

A few exceptions to the stand
ard type of double-hung window 
can be found in Powell. Most 
of Powell's brick buildings, 
such as the schoolhouse at 80 
S. Liberty Street have seg
mental arched windows. In some 
early 20th century houses, the 
upper sashes of double-hung 
windows are leaded, in a 
pattern of four or five verti
cal divisions. 

' 

\0 
....... , 
\ll 

coUBL..e:'- HUNGr 

1995 Replacement 







Deteriorated vood vindov 
can often be repaired by cut
ting out ro.tted portions and 
filling holes vith putty, 
plastic vood, or a homemade 
paste of waterproof glue and 
savdust. Severe deterioration 
or deterioration in structural 
members (lintels and sills) 
can sometimes be repaired vith 
epoxy resins. A final coat of 
paint vill protect repaired 
vood vindovs and restore their 
original appearance. 

Parts of a vindov should be 
replaced only if they are 
deteriorated beyond repair or 
are missing. Replacement 
parts should match the origi
nals in material and appear
ance. 

Sometimes it is necessary to 
replace an entire vindov. 
Replacement vindovs should 
match the originals in mate
rial, size, number of panes 
and type of operation. In 
addition, rails, stiles, and 
mullions should match the 
originals in thickness and 
depth. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD 
A SIGNIFICANT WINDOW OPENING 
BE MADE SMALLER TO ACCOMODATE 
A STOCK WINDOW. Such a treat
ment vill ruin not only the 
proportions of the vindov it
self, but those of the entire 
building. 
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In addition to the window 
itself, the trim, sills, lin
tels, and hood molding which 
surround it add to the charac
ter of a building. Window 
trim has aesthetic and practi
cal purposes. First, the trim 
provides a visual transition 
from the sheathing material to 
the window. Window trim also 
protects the joint between 
the window and the wall from 
the elements. 

Original window treatments 
should be maintained as much 
as possible .. Deteriorated trim 
can usually be repaired, by 
filling holes with putty, 
plastic wood, or epoxy, and 
painting. In many cases, 
sanding and new coat of paint 
is all that is needed. 

If window trim must be re
placed, new trim should match 
the original in width and 
detailing as closely as possi
ble. IF REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
ARE INSTALLED, CARE MUST BE 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT 
ALL ORIGINAL WOOD TRIM. If 
trim must be removed to in
stall new windows, it should 
be treated with care until it 
is back in place. 
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New construction should follow 
the proportions of window to 
wall found in typical Powell 
buildings. Buildings with 
more articulated masses should 
have less window and more 
wall. Single mass buildings 
should have more windows to 
enliven their facades. Typi
cal window to wall proportions 
are illustrated below. 

If large expanses of glass are 
desired, they should be lim
ited to one area of a facade 
which is not highly visible. 
They should be designed with 
vertical divisions which will 
create a module reminiscent of 
typical village window propor
tions. These larger sections 
of glass should be integrated 
with other fenestration. For 
example, an odd number of 
units might have the middle 
piece centered on an existing 
upper story vindow. 
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Most of the windows in Powell 
are detailed with simple trim, 
and this simplicity should be 
reflected in new construction. 
It is not necessary for window 
surrounds in new construction 
to duplicate existing ones 
exactly. IT IS MORE IMPORTANT 
THAT THE SENSE OF A LINTEL, 
FRAME AND SILL BE CONVEYED. 
Window trim should be substan
tial enough to reflect the 
dimensions (width and thick
ness) of window treatments 
typically found in Powell. 

'; Aluminum Windows: 

WOOD WINDOWS ARE PREFERRED FOR 
REPLACEMENT OR NEW CONSTRUCT
ION IN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT. 
If aluminum windows must be 
used, they must resemble, as 
closely as possible, typical 
wood window dimensions used in 
Powell. All of the guide
lines discussed under replace
ment windows and new con
struction apply for aluminum 
as well as wood windows. Alu
minum windows should have a 
permanent finish in white 
bronze, black, or a color 
which matches painted wood 
trim. Avoid "natural", silver 
colored aluminum finishes. 
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Combination wood and aluminum 
windows may be acceptable for 
replacement or new construct
ion. These types of windows 
have wood rails, stiles, and 
mullions which are either clad 
or replicated in aluminum on 
the exterior. Often, the wood 
parts have dimensions similar 
to those found in traditional 
windows. Since the wood is 
either clad or matched on the 
exterior in metal, these win
dows can closely resemble tra
ditional wood windows. The 
guidelines for both wood and 
aluminum windows apply to com
bination windows. 

1995 Replacement 
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Storm and Screen Windows: 

Storm windows can help con
serve energy in the winter and 
screen windows may be neces
sary for ventilation in the 
summer. Storm windows should 
be installed on the exterior 
of existing buildings to avoid 
condensation on original win
dows. In this location, they 
can also protect the historic 
windows from further weather
ing. 

Storm and screen windows are 
appropriate in the Historic 
District IF THEY ARE AS UNOB
TRUSIVE AS POSSIBLE. Storm 
windows should be the same 
size and proportion as the 
windows being protected. Any 
rails should coincide with 
rails on the main windows. 
Aluminum or wood storm windows 
are acceptable. All frames 
should be painted to match the 
main window frame color. 









Steel Doors: 

Although wood doors are pre
ferred, steel doors may be 
appropriate for replacement or 
new construction. Wood doors 
provide better insulation, 
especially when fitted with 
weather stripping, but metal 
doors may desired. for security 
or maintenance reasons. steel 
doors used for replacement or 

·new construction within the 
Historic District should have 
some type of panelled or pan
elled and glazed design which 
reflects traditional Village 
doors. Steel doors should be 
painted to match other trim 
according to the paint color 
guidelines. 

[][] 
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Storm and Screen Doors: 

Storm doors can be very useful 
in saving energy, and screen 
doors may be necessary for 
ventilation. in some of 
Powell's older homes which do 
not have air conditioning. 
These doors may be appropriate 
in the Historic District , BUT 
THEY MUST BE AS UNOBTRUSIVE AS 
POSSIBLE. This means that 
wood or metal storm doors 
should match the doors which 
they are protecting. 

Storm or screen door frames 
should coincide with framed 
areas on the main door. Areas 
of screen or glass should 
coincide with appropriate pan
elled or glazed areas on the 
door which they are protect
ing. Any solid portions of 
screen doors should be de
tailed to match the corre
sponding area of the main 
door. The screen or storm 
door should be painted the 
same color as the main door. 
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Moldings should reflect the 
replaced ones in scale and 
thickness, although they need 
not be as elaborate. Bases 
and steps should be recon
structed out of wood, or wood 
over masonry, as the originals 
were. Special attention should 
be given to details such as 
base moldings and stair 
nosings. 

THE CLOSING IN OF EXISTING 
PORCHES IS NOT ENCOURAGED. 

New Construction: 

All new buildings constructed 
within the historic district 
should have some type of porch 
element. These porches 
should reflect the types and 
styles of porches which exist 
in Powell. Once again, exact 
duplication is not desirable. 
New or reconstructed porches 
should reflect the size, 
scale and level of detail of 
the buildings to which they 
are attached. 

In general, buildings which 
exhibit vertical proportions 
and articulated massing, such 
as Gabled Ells, Upright and 
Wings, and buildings with ir
regular massing should have 
porches with vertical propor
tions. Columns should be 
taller and thinner, and rail
ings, if used, should be open 
and delicate in scale. 

Buildings which tend to be 
more of a single mass such.as 
American Four Squares, Single 
Gables, Bungalows or similar 
structures, should have heav
ier, more substantial 
porches. Columns should have 
thick and stocky proportions. 
Railings should be solid or 
made up of wider balusters, 
closely spaced. 
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Buildings with simple detail
ing and little or no stylistic 
ornamentation should have mod
est porches, with plain round 
or square columns. These sim
ple porches may have a very 
simple railing or none at 
all. 

Buildings which have more 
elaborate, stylistic ornamen
tation should have more elabo
rate porches. Nev construct
ion with Italiante, Eastlake, 
or Queen Anne type detailing 
or new buildings which are 
enlivened by a variety of 
patterned shingles will re
quire porches with similar 
ornamentation. These porches 
can have turned posts, curved 
brackets, patterned shingles, 
elaborate railings and carved 
details. 
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New buildings which reflect 
some of the later styles, such 
as Stick and Bungalow 
should have porches with geo
metric detailing. Simple, 
square posts and railings 
which are solid or made up of 
square balusters would be ap
propriate on these types of 
houses. 
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Original downspouts should be 
retained and repaired, espe
cially if they are an integral 
part of the design of the 
building. Periodic inspection 
and clearing out of debris 
will insure that downspouts 
continue to perform their vi
tal drainage function. 

Deteriorated downspouts should 
be replaced in order to insure 
proper roof drainage. If the 
downspouts an important 
visual element in the design 
of the building, they should 
be replaced with similar down
spouts in the original loca
tions. 

Downspouts designed for re
placement or new construction 
should ·be as unobtrusive as 
possible. They should be lo
cated on a side facade, far 
enough back so they will not 
interfere with any front fa
cade detailing (like porches) 
or on a rear facade. Porch 
roof downspouts can sometimes 
be hidden quite effectively in 
hollow porch columns. In this 
case, ?n access panel must be 
provide to service the down
spouts. 

Aluminum downspouts may be 
used for replacement or new 
construction. In general, 
downspouts should be painted 
to match the base wall color 
of the building. 
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COLOR SCHEMES: 

GROUP I - Cottages 

A palette of delicate, natural colors such as sand, straw, 
earth, and clay. 
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GROUP II - Italianate style, Gabeled Ell, and Upright and Wing 
type buildings 

A palette of generally darker 
lighter colors persisting. 
out" of details is prevalent. 

colors, with a few of the earlier, 
Hare vivid contrast, and "picking 
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SEGMENTAL ARCH: A round arch 
who5e top is flatter than a 
semicircle, but not completely 
flat. 

SPALLING: Splitting off of 
small fragments of a masonry 
unit from its surface. 

SPLASHBLOCK: A concrete pan 
which collects water from a 
downspout and drains it away 
from the foundation. 

STORY: The 
ing between 
levels. 

SYMMETRICAL: 
cal forms, 
on either 
line. 

space in a build
successive floor 

Having identi
masses or elements 
side of a center 

TOOLING: Decorative profiles 
given to mortar joints, be
fore the mortar is completely 
dry. These are usually pro
duced with special tools. 

TRANSOM: An opening over a 
door or window, and containing 
a hinged or pivoted, glazed or 
solid sash, usually for Yenti
lation. 

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE: 
Buildings constructed at a 
modest leVel of stylistic 
embellishment according to 
prevailing architectural modes 
and common building types. 
(Popular Architecture) 
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WATER TABLE: A base course 
projecting above a foundation 
to direct water away from it. 

WEATHER STRIPPING: A strip or 
interlocking strips of mate
rial that help block the pas
sage of air around a door, 
window or other opening. 

WING: Secondary mass of a 
building. 
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dedicated to owners of older 
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